
 

WATER SAFETY POLICY 

 

RATIONALE AND POLICY CONSIDERATIONS 

• NATIONAL QUALITY STANDARD (NQS) 

• QUALITY AREA 2.2.1: CHILDREN’S HEALTH AND SAFETY: 

At all times reasonable precautions and adequate supervision ensure children are protected from 

harm and hazards. 

• REGULATIONS 168 101 (2)b 

• PRESCHOOL WATER SAFETY PROCEDURE (DFE)  

• KIDSAFE: Child Accident Prevention Foundation of Australia (Government of SA/Department for 

Education) 

Policy Statement 

The centre will ensure water safety procedures are in place when providing waterplay experiences to  

prevent accidents in relation to water hazards. 

Procedure 

• A risk assessment will be completed on existing water based experiences/hazards and be reviewed 

before providing new water play activities/equipment. 

• All staff will be inducted in the Centre’s Water Safety Policy and Work, Health and Safety practices 

(WHS) required when providing water play experiences.  

• Include water safety as part of the curriculum to develop children’s understanding about safe play  

• All staff have a current approved First Aid Qualification  

Managing water hazards 

Ensure children’s safety in and around water experiences by: 

• Adequate supervision of waterplay activities to prevent accidents occurring when the watercourse, 

water troughs, water pumps, taps, hoses, and water play equipment (e.g. buckets, funnels) are 

being used (See attached notes on active supervision). 

• Monitoring the amount of water in the watercourse so that the depth of the water, at any point, is 

less than 300mm. 

• Regular maintenance of watercourse, pump and mud kitchen sink to ensure there is adequate 

drainage, to prevent water pooling and becoming stagnant. 

• Eliminating hazards – water receptacles such as water troughs/tubs must be emptied immediately 

after use and stored in a manner that prevents the vessel filling with water when not in use. 

• Ensuring the safe storage and cleaning of water play equipment. 

• Ensuring the fish tank and other water aquariums borrowed from the Nature Education Centre are 

kept in the main play area where they can be easily seen and adequately supervised by adults.  

• Ensuring children do not have access to kitchen area when unattended by adults.  



• Restricting access – ensuring fencing around the kindergarten is compliant and the gate is locked 

when the site is closed. 

 

Definition of adequate supervision 
An educator can respond immediately, particularly when a child is distressed or in a hazardous 

situation. Knowing where all children are at all times, and actively monitoring their activities. 

 

Active supervision – children must be actively supervised at all times when there is a risk of access 

to any water hazard. This includes: 

• direct and constant monitoring of children  

• careful and intentional positioning 

• scanning and moving around the environment 

• listening closely for sounds or the absence of noise 

• observing play and anticipating behaviour  

• adequate adult/child ratios  
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